THE GOLDEN ATOM STORY

(to ell who have waited so patiently for so long)



.

MONEY TALKS; WE LON'T,

(or hardly,

as Lonesome George would say);

" BUT ANYWAY, YOU HAVE A DATE WITH LYLDA,

(GOLDEN® ATOM, -QF COURSE) ¢

7

As you .may havé'éuépected;1Wha£ haswbﬁen delaying your date
with Golden Atom has been its financial problem -=- the ever-pres-
ent problem faced by an individual of ordinary means in launch-

ing a new magazine. At least it's:new insofar as its content
differs from' its original all science-fiction outlook when estab-
lished in 1939, due to its.more.general interests and the re-
quirements of a printed format. It ’‘is ‘no longer merely a hobby;
it HAS to be a business venture, which;explains what may have .

sqemed,po y?p~§n‘apparently_needleés delay.

Be thought, surely, i£ ﬁ6&ld;$%;out befofewﬁhis time, bdbut
you will see how money rears-its-ugxy;.beautifulinéad, to delay
thé'iésueﬁWhgnTieast expected. o

. .. Why the printed format, you may ask, when €olden Atom did
o0 ‘Well when only a mimedgraphed magazine in its own little niche
of science fietion, and still so fondly referred to, from'various
JoaIes, mmmamg . '

Well, of ‘course, it all began with.veteran editor, 'Harold’

Uarssy, and .our.prodding him to write that article of articles we

always wanted, about tlie wery begihning of geienos fiction,
long be*oae‘tge_days qﬂ'Qmazing'Stg:iqo}fwhioh 1s still mistvealeen-
1y referred tb-aa.mhq?vefyfﬁﬁriﬁ science fiction magazine. With
Sgch'a 0h°1qq.arhicle_in.our,gassoSSiob,sthewidéa“df anpther
mimeo'd Golden Atom, mo matter how good, soon faded from sight,
even though we had pought' an A« B. Didk.machine‘ékpreSSly for
that purpose. In its place oame.the far dream of a beautifully
printed Golden Atom, one to eventually go to many 'a Iibrary and -
university in the country. It would not only be used as a refer-
?nce becausg of the Hersey article, now that every library has
‘discqurg@" scienca fictippn,. but also because of an’‘article
desoribing the whole field in a‘manner .not Ettempted before, and
_3hus ultimately. irtroducing Hayold's article to a much larger
audience. than- would otherwise. be pogsible.: Th this way, the
artiole would achieve its true status and signifidance in the
mind of; a reader, even if he or &he had’ never heard of .soience, °
fiction or fantasy bafore. : R liirl P

It would be of interest to the‘#aqk as wall'gslﬁhé'éntiffﬂb-

b P
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THE GOLDEN ATOM STORY

The whole delay since has been a long-range plan to put
Such e printed magazine on a paying basis, from the very first
issue,_lf possible. Our initial estimates of cost ranged from :
400 tp0!500"dollarsi It all seemed So very feasible. The origi-
nal plan was for fifty or sixty pages. But then, as the mater-
ial was put into plage, it w as..quickly evident that at least
eighty pages would be needed. The total is now even higher. 1In
addition, the number of photoengravings skyrocketed the price
far beyond:roriginal rexpectations. .The bill for this alone, in-
eluding the cover photos (but less cover stock, which is §66.00
more), has been over q187 00; and gs if this wasn't enough, the
printer had to increase his orlginal estimate of price per page,
due -to the finer paper and added care photos would need.

Actually, the dlfference between the 0ld Golden Atom and
the new, in respect to material, is a matter of added awareness.
The original was meant to be malnly of interest to one with a
background of the field; the new ‘Golden Atom has not lost sight
of this, but is. more. attentlve to the person with more general
1nterests the man.next door to you, your co-worker, the reader
who may be familiar with the name Philip Wylie as a debunker of-.
Mickey Splllane ‘rather than as co- author of "When Worlds Col-
Jide." The science,fiction content is slanted to be of such a
nature as to interest most readers, -whether by itsslf or through
a suitabdble lntroductlon.-

While the original Golden Atom had for its background the
element of womder in sclence fietion, as illustrated so remark-
ably in the first story written by Ray Cummings, "The Girl in' |
the Golden Atom," of 1919, the new Golden Atom, while not at all
losing sight of this, is prlmarlly conecerned with the wonder of
life, (even in the smallest things!), ‘and with the inter-relat-
ionship of fantasy and science fiction with the heart of life.
But at any rate, science fiction is revealed, so that even the
spirit of antlclpatlon which is so much a part of the field is
not overlooked.

It has been the thought of a new reader being introduced .
to science fiction through Golden Atom, (as we intend to adver-
tise it outside the field), which has brought the price up to
almost out of bounds. And it is this matter of cost which has
put our original deadline into the near future. ZFor the fact
is that GOLDEN ATOM IS ALL SET UP AND READY TO GO. The cover.is
already prlnted and you: should see the attractive pastel-shade.
All that is: needed now is a certain amount for the printer.  He
does a very good  jab, but naturally it's all on a cash basis.
So far he has been paid $630.00, pluc another $35.00 paid in our
ldst v1srt. In fact, total expend,t res, as receipted for the.
past year have been $995 46, b631deo a matter of $432.00 still

owed. b o gl



nt heas been the mnin tronhia, momey o 207 the printer.
Thet Lus been the naln souree of dolay, o matter o2 fustallnents
fop sver e Fear ond o 2UL0 now, It e el80 mespt borrowing.

T us 0o tha m@uuut. we ora 2otting ovar tho syroprize of
rnounexpected lotter from tho irlﬁt e, after axaactlng 5 B8totoe
sent 2 the offogt thet the ""W‘*zirc won oomnlate aud ‘Taady for .
meiilng, sises thet wes the vorbpl usderstanding ofter sur lane
mooting. Thet %ia vhot I hBid Bien depending urnn in order o
Aeve the casnal oub Ly the first of the doath., I had slrosdy
told hin of on loeone tax pefund dae bseh any du y, which would
conolete iho payeand. Jat instond, we ragsived the follosine

from hls, dated (e T4UE ‘ : ;

"Rufore ve 04 20 mg Murthor with thls wWork, e wust huve
alr sdditionel pament af . 00 89 {teo huadred dolls 1“831.

Do, a0 ¥$OU abe, Loney tolis end, in apder to cot o Tow
woprds 1s ourselves, wh huve to wWalt for thlo pefund, Mut, in
aLy emge, 1t shHldR"t be lomg until your dute with Lelda.
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& sconsd evdition, the firct he&na ariz 1899 cﬂ"ime' and thlo
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du'tlbﬁ, shere s the Cdﬁy of advertieins mtelde the f*ﬂld'
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pafse Uagesine.
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ClLensse, 5 wars Whmpnevou o fg)qj. ail: for your "trodt and potienco,.



ThHE GOLOLN ATOM STORY

In couclusion, you may as well know about our ohief fane-
tasy. It is to sell at least a tenth as iany coplas of Colden
Atom 28 are being sold of ifickey Spillens. If we eould only
moke it as vivid on the rublic consciousness! (Any press
agents interasted?)

Certainly, if the books of lkilckey Spillcne are a synonyn
of contempt for humanity, as pointed out by Thilip ¥ylie in
the current issue of Good Housekeeping, Golden itom with its
theme of the wonder of life, (even in the smallest things!),
would be a direect opposite. In faet, the nicture of Lylda to
our mind is one heving & speoial Sunday appeal, one of friendliness and
gayety, which is exactly the same fseling we wish to transmit to the
rezder.

The far dream, of course, is to make CGolden 'tom a livs,
fescinating end ever-in-demand enllectors' iterm.

FINIS

In the end, is it the scientist or the poet who achieves
reality? ‘The answer is, neither one but both together. - Faul
H. Oehser, Smithsonian Institute.

iwhen the artist is alive in any person, whatever the kind
of wokk he mey be doing, he becomes an inventive, searching,
self-expressing creature. Iie often disturbs and upsets, but he
enligchtens and opens the way to better understanding. -~ lirs.
Janes . Burlingham.

GOLLEN ATOM TURLIC..TIONS
(The Pantasy and 3Science Fiction Reference File)
Larry B. Farsace
187 llorth Union Street
Rochester, New York
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